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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Washington,  July  15,  1914. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 


In  accordance  with  section  9,  paragraph  2,  of  an  ‘‘Act  making 
appropriations  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  March  4,  1913,’’  the  Excise  Board  has  the 
honor  to  submit  herewith  its  first  annual  repoit  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1914. 

Very  respectfully. 


Robert  G.  Smith, 

Chairman, 
Henry  S.  Baker, 
Cotter  T.  Bride, 

Excise  Board. 


Attest : 

Edward  J.  Hart,  Cleric. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXCISE  BOARD  FOR  THE 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


This  report  is  submitted  to  Congress  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
section  9  of  the  excise  hquor  law  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which 
provides : 

“Paragraph  2,  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  constituted  an  Excise  Board  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  shall  be  composed  of  three  (3)  members”  *  *  *  and 
prescribes  an  excise  law  of  twenty-five  paragraphs  to  be  administered  with  executive 
authority  by  the  Excise  Board;  and  provides  that,  “said  board  shall  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  for  carrying  into  effect  this  section  as  it  shall  deem  requisite  and 
proper.  It  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  Congress  setting  forth  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cations  for  license,  whether  favorably  or  unfavorably  acted  upon,  the  number  of 
persons  convicted  for  violation  of  this  statute,  and  the  number  and  amount  of  fines 
collected  and  uncollected.  *  * 

The  several  subjects  are  treated  in  the  following  order: 

I.  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Although  most  provisions  of  the  Jones-Works  excise  law  became 
operative  July  1,  1913,  the  Excise  Board  was  unable  to  formally 
organize  before  September  4  of  the  same  year.  On  the  latter  date  the 
appointments  of  all  three  members,  Messrs.  Joseph  C.  Sheehy,  Rob¬ 
ert  G.  Smith,  and  Henry  S.  Baker,  having  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  board  convened.  Mr.  Sheehy  was 
duly  elected  chairman,  and  the  board  immediately  set  to  considering 
various  phases  of  the  conditions  confronting  it. 

On  the  following  day,  September  5,  1913,  in  accordance  with  the 
power  delegated  to  it  by  paragraph  3  of  the  excise  liquor  law,  it 
appointed  a  clerk  to  the  board,  and  on  September  10,  1913,  in  like 
manner  an  inspector  was  named. 

II.  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  ADOPTED. 

The  first  duty  which  the  Excise  Board  felt  called  upon  to  perform 
was  the  preparation  of  a  suitable  set  of  rules  and  regulations  which 
should  be  helpful  both  to  the  licensees  and  to  the  board  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  existing  law.  After  bestowing  much  careful 
thought  upon  the  situation  and  after  full  discussion  of  them  by  each 
member  of  the  board,  on  September  23,  1913,  a  body  of  rules  and 
regulations  was  pubhshed  and  ordered  printed  for  distribution  among 
those  whose  interests  were  immediately  affected  by  the  law\  It  may 
be  said  that  time  and  experience  have  served  only  to  justify  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  these  rules  and  regulations  in  accomphshing  the  work 
which  they  are  intended  to  perform,  and  everything  indicates  that  they 
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have  met  with  favor  on  ever}^  side.  The  complete  set  as  originally 
issued  by  the  board  is  appended  hereto  as  follows ; 

Rules  and  Regulations  Adopted  by  the  Excise  Board  for  the  District  op 

Columbia 

In  accordance  T\  ith  section  9  of  an  act  ma’*ing  appropriations  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  government 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  4,  1913. 

[The  number  in  parentheses  after  each  section  of  these  rules  and  regulations  indicates  the  paragraph  of 

the  excise  lav  involved.] 

[Wherever  there  is  no  reference  to  a  paragraph  of  the  excise  lav,  the  general  pover  and  authority  of  the 

Excise  Board  under  the  law  has  been  invoked.] 

Section  1.  Wherever  the  term  “intoxicating  liquors”  is  used  in  these  rules  and 
regulations  it  shall  be  deemed  to  include  whisky,  brandy,  gin,  wine,  cordials,  rum, 
ale,  porter,  beer,  hard  or  fermented  cider,  and  all  other  fermented,  distilled,  spirituous, 
vinous,  and  malt  liquors,  and  every  mixture  of  liquors  which  shall  contain  more  than 
two  per  centum,  by  weight,  of  alcohol,  and  any  mixture  of  liquor  which  shall  contain 
less  than  two  per  centum  of  alcohol,  if  the  same  shall  be  intoxicating.  (1) 

Sec.  2.  No  license  shall  be  issued  to  a  hotel,  as  such,  having  less  than  fifty  bed¬ 
rooms  for  guests.  This  shall  be  effective  from  and  after  November  first,  nineteen 
hundred  and  thirteen.  (2) 

Sec.  3.  Beginning  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  not  more  than 
three  saloons  or  barrooms  other  than  in  hotels  or  clubs  shall  be  permitted  on  one  side 
of  a  street  between  intersecting  streets,  nor  more  than  four  on  both  sides  of  a  street 
between  intersecting  streets.  (2) 

Sec.  4.  Beginning  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  no  barroom 
license  shall  be  granted  within  three  hundred  feet  of  any  alleyway  occupied  for 
residences  or  places  commonly  called  slums,  measured  between  the  nearest  entrances 
thereto  by  the  shortest  course  of  travel,  except  upon  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  three 
members  of  the  Excise  Board.  (2) 

Sec.  5.  Beginning  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  no  saloon, 
barroom,  or  other  place  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  at  retail  or  wholesale, 
other  than  hotels  and  clubs,  shall  be  licensed,  allowed,  or  maintained  within  four 
hundred  feet  of  any  public  schoolhouse,  or  a  now  located  or  established  college  or 
university,  or  wfithin  four  hundred  feet  of  any  now  established  house  of  religious 
worship,  measured  between  the  nearest  entrances  thereto  by  the  shortest  course  of 
travel.  (2) 

Sec.  6.  Beginning  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  no  barroom 
license  shall  be  granted  on  any  side  of  a  street  where  less  than  fifty  per  centum  of  the 
foot  frontage  between  intersecting  streets,  excluding  buildings  wherein  barroom 
licenses  are  held,  is  used  for  business  purposes:  Provided^  That  this  restriction  shall 
not  pply  to  hotels  and  clubs.  (2) 

Sec.  7.  Beginning  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  wholesale 
licenses  (to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  quantities  of  five  gallons  and  over)  shall  not  be 
granted  on  any  side  of  a  street  where  less  than  fifty  per  centum  of  the  foot  frontage 
between  intersecting  streets,  excluding  all  buildings  wherein  liquor  licenses  are  held, 
is  used  for  business  purposes.  (2) 

Sec.  8.  Wholesale  licenses  may  be  granted,  without  restriction  as  to  location  (except 
within  four  hundred  feet  of  any  public  schoolhouse,  or  a  now  located  or  established 
college  or  university,  or  within  four  hundred  feet  of  any  now  established  house -of 
religious  worship),  in  cases  where  the  licensees  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  quantities 
less  than  five  gallons.  (2) 

Sec.  9.  Should  there  be  pending  before  the  Excise  Board  on  September  second, 
nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  more  than  three  hundred  applications  for  renewals 
of  barroom  licenses,  including  those  in  hotels  and  clubs,  filed  by  applicants  equally 
worthy,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Excise  Board,  licenses  will  be  refused  to  those  applicants 
in  excess  of  three  hundred  who  last  secured  transfers  of  their  licenses’  from  the  pro¬ 
hibited  sections  into  the  business  streets.  (2) 

Sec.  10.  A  blank  form  of  petition  for  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Excise  Board  to  each  person  desiring 
to  apply  for  such  license. 

The  petitions  shall  be  considered  and  acted  upon  by  the  Excise  Board  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  received.  (4) 

Sec.  11.  a"  notice  shall  be  posted  by  the  applicant  conspicuously  on  the  front  of 
every  building  wherein  a  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  is  applied  for.  Wher¬ 
ever  the  building  fronts  on  two  or  more  streets  the  notice  shall  be  posted  on  each 
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front.  When  a  renewal  of  license  is  applied  for  the  notice  shall  be  posted  from  Sep¬ 
tember  first  to  September  fifteenth,  both  inclusive.  When  a  transfer  of  license  from 
one  person  to  another  or  from  one  location  to  another  is  applied  for  during  the  license 
year  the  notice  shall  be  posted  for  the  period  of  fifteen  days  beginning  with  the  day 
the  application  is  filed. 

The  Excise  Board  shall  furnish  each  applicant  with  the  notice  card  required  to  be 
posted.  The  form  of  such  notice  shall  be  as  follows: 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN 

THAT  . 

HAS  APPLIED  FOR  A 
(Barroom  or  wholesale  liquor) 

LICENSE  AT  THIS  PLACE. 

During  the  time  that  the  notice  is  posted  no  other  sign  of  like  size  or  appearance 
shall  be  displayed  on  the  outside  of  the  proposed  licensee’s  premises.  (4) 

Sec.  12.  All  applicants  for  licenses  or  renewals  of  licensBs  for  the  license  year 
beginning  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  post  the  notice  men¬ 
tioned  in  section  eleven  of  these  rules  and  regulations  from  October  first  to  October 
fifteenth,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  both  inclusive.  (4) 

Sec.  13.  All  protests  against  the  granting  or  transferring  of  a  license  must  be  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  protestants,  and  filed  with  the  excise  board  within  ten  days 
from  the  date  of  posting  notice  of  application  for  such  license  or  transfer. 

In  any  case  where  a  protestant  desires  to  be  heard  in  person,  the  Excise  Board  shall 
fix  the  time  for  such  hearing,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  sent  to  the  applicant  for 
license,  as  well  as  the  protestant.  (4) 

Sec.  14.  There  shall  be  three  classes  of  barroom  licenses,  as  follows: 

(a)  Where  the  licensee  conducts  a  barroom  only,  in  which  case  he,  or  she,  or  it  is 
prohibited  from  dispensing  intoxicating  liquors  to  women  entirely,  and  is  prohibited 
from  dispensing  to  adult  males  anywhere  outside  of  the  room  where  the  bar  is  located. 

(b)  Where  the  licensee  conducts  a  bar  and  restaurant  and  his,  her,  or  its  place  of 
business  has  been  declared  a  restaurant  within  the  meaning  of  the  excise  law,  the 
licensee  may  dispense  intoxicatiug  liquors  (not  personally,  if  a  female)  to  adult  males 
in  any  room  on  the  premises,  and  may  dispense  intoxicating  liquors  (not  personally, 
if  a  female)  to  adult  females  wdth  meals  only,  and  only  in  such  dining  rooms  as  are 
described  in  section  twenty- three  of  these  rules  and  regulations. 

(c)  ^\^lere  the  licensee  is  a  club  or  conducts  a  hotel,  it,  he,  or  she  (not  personally) 
may  dis]rense  intoxicating  liquors  to  adult  males  anywhere  on  the  premises,  and  may 
dispense  intoxicating  liquors  (not  personally,  if  a  female)  to  adult  females  with  meals 
only  anyw'here  on  the  premises.  (5) 

Sec.  i5.  Under  a  wholesale  liquor  license,  intoxicating  liquors  shall  be  sold  only  in 
sealed  packages,  and  each  sale  shall  involve  not  less  than  one  quart,  either  in  one 
sealed  package  or  several  sealed  packages,  except  that  a  sealed  original  package  con¬ 
taining  not  less  than  approximately  one  pint  may  be  sold  alone. 

A  “sealed  original”  package  comprehends  a  package  not  filled  at  the  time  of  sale, 
but  one  carried  in  stock,  whether  filled  on  the  premises  of  the  licensee  or  elsewhere. 

A  “sealed”  package  comprehends  a  package  securely  sealed,  whether  sealed  at  the 
time  of  sale  or  before.  (5) 

Sec.  16.  Every  license  to  a  club  or  other  corporation  shall  be  issued  in  the  name  of 
its  president,  who  shall  make,  execute,  and  swear  to  a  petition  for  License  containing: 

(а)  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  officers  and  directors. 

(б)  Except  in  cases  of  hotels,  clubs,  and  makers,  brewers,  and  distillers  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors,  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  stockholders  and  the  stockholding 
interest  of  each. 

Every  application  for  license  to  a  club  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  its 
president,  in  the  following  foim: 

In  accordance  with  paragraph  o,  section  9,  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  4, 1913,  constituting  the 
liquor  law  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  I . ,  president  of . Club  of  the  city  of  Wash¬ 

ington,  District  of  Columbia,  hereby  certify  that  said  club  is  duly  incorporated;  that  its  membership  is 
bona  fide,  all  being  on  an  equal  status  wfth  equal  privileges  and  responsibilities;  that  its  purposes  are 
legitimate  and  that  the  sale  of  liquor  intended  is  no  more  than  an  incident  and  is  not  a  prime  source  of 
revenue;  that  the  officers  of  said  club  are  as  follows,  viz: 


President.  (5) 


8 


ANNUAL  REPOKT  EXCISE  BOAED^  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


Sec.  17.  Every  corporation  (including  clubs  and  hotels)  applying  for  a  license 
shall  file  with  its  petition  a  certified  copy  of  its  charter  or  articles  of  incoiporation.  (5) 

Sec.  18.  Minors  under  the  age  of  eighteen  naay  enter  a  wholesale  liquor  store  in  a 
case  where  the  licensee  also  sells  merchandise  other  than  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
where  the  intoxicating  liquors  are  carried  in  stock  and  sold  in  a  section  of  the  store 
set  apart  for  that  purpose  by  a  railing:  Proiidcd,  That  no  minor  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  place  so  set  apart:  And  provided  further^ 
That  no  intoxicating  liquors  shall  be  sold,  given  away,  or  in  any  way  disposed  of  to 
a  minor.  (6) 

Sec.  19.  A  licensee  desiring  to  transfer  his,  her,  or  its  license  from  one  location  to 
another  shall  make  application  in  writing  to  the  excise  board  for  such  transfer,  stating: 

(а)  The  exact  location  of  the  particular  place  for  which  a  license  is  desired,  desig¬ 
nating  the  same  by  street  and  number,  if  practicable,  and  if  not,  by  such  other  apt 
description  as  will  definitely  locate  it. 

(б)  The  full  name  and  residence  of  the  owner  of  the  premises  where  the  license  is 
desired. 

No  transfer  (either  to  another  person  or  another  place)  can  be  approved  until  the 
applicant  therefor  shall  have  paid  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
the  fee  of  $2  required  by  law,  and  evidence  of  such  pa^unent  shall  have  been  filed 
with  the  excise  board.  (8) 

Sec.  20.  A  licensee  deshing  to  transfer  his,  her,  or  its  license  to  another  shall  make 
application  in  writing  for  such  transfer,  giving  full  name  of  proposed  licensee.  In 
every  such  case  the  proposed  licensee  shall  file  the  petition  for  license  referred  to 
in  section  ten  of  these  rules  and  regulations.  (8) 

Sec.  21.  (a)  No  licensee  shall  allow  any  female,  minor,  or  any  person  convicted  of 
crime,  to  sell,  give,  furnish,  or  distribute  any  intoxicating  liquors,  or  any  admixture 
thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons. 

(6)  Except  in  cases  of  hotels,  restaurants,  and  clubs,  no  licensee  shall  permit  the 
playing  of  pool  or  billiards,  or  any  other  games  whatever,  in  the  room  where  intox¬ 
icating  liquors  are  sold  or  drunk,  or  in  any  adjoining  or  intercommunicating  room. 
Every  pool  or  billiard  room  shall  have  a  separate  entrance  from  the  street  and  no 
entrance  from  within  the  building  accessible  from  the  barroom . 

(c)  Except  in  cases  of  hotels,  restaurants,  and  clubs,  no  licensee  shall  permit  the 
playing  of  music  or  theatricals  of  any  kind,  or  provide  other  amusements  in  his, 
her,  or  its  place  of  business  or  in  connection  therewith. 

(d)  No  licensee  shall  establish  more  than  one  bar  under  his,  her,  or  its  license. 

(e)  Except  in  cases  of  hotels,  restaurants,  and  clubs,  no  licensee  shall  sell  or  dis¬ 
pense  intoxicating  liquors  elsewhere  than  in  the  room  in  which  the  bar  is  located. 

(/)  Only  one  entrance  to  a  barroom  from  the  street,  which  entrance  shall  be  the 
one  mentioned  in  his,  her,  or  its  application  for  license,  is  permitted,  unless  the 
Excise  Board  shall  especially  permit  an  extra  entrance. 

(g)  No  licensee  shall  sell,  give,  furnish,  or  distribute  any  intoxicating  liquors  to 
any  female,  nor  permit  any  fem'ale  to  enter  or  remain  in  his,  her,  or  its  barroom:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  bona  fide  guests  of  hotels,  restaurants,  and  clubs  having  licenses  to  sell 
intoxicating  liquors  may  be  served  \Yith  liquors  at  meals  in  such  hotels,  restaurants, 
and  clubs  during  the  time  liquor  may  be  sold:  Provided  further,  That  no  place  shall 
be  deemed  a  restaurant  within  the  meaning  of  the  excise  law  until  the  same  shall 
have  been  declared  such  by  action  of  the  Excise  Board. 

The  provisions  and  prohibitions  of  this  section  of  these  rules  and  regulations  became 
effective  July  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen  (\A) 

Sec.  22.  No  place  shall  be  declared  a  restaurant  within  the  meaning  of  the  excise 
law  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  excise  board,  its  kitchen  and  dining-room  facilities 
are  sufficient  to  prepare  and  serve  regular  meals  to  guests.  (14) 

Sec.  23.  Intoxicating  liquors  may  be  served  to  females  in  restaurants  (declared 
such  by  the  excise  board)  only  'with  meals,  meaning  food  for  the  female  costing  in  each 
case  not  less  than  25  cents,  and  only  in  a  dining  room  having  at  least  one  entrance  from 
a  public  hallway  or  from  a  main  or  public  dining  room,  and  the  entrance  shall  afford 
a  full  view  of  the  interior  of  the  dining  room  at  all  times,  and  neither  a  door  nor  other 
means  for  shutting  off,  or  partially  shutting  off,  such  view  shall  be  attached  thereto 
or  used  in  connection  therewith.  No  licensee  shall  keep  or  maintain  any  dining  room 
not  open  to  full  view  from  a  public  hallway  cr  a  main  cr  public  dining  room  in  the 
manner  indicated  herein.  The  closed  door  “private  dining  room”  is  prohibited. 

Sec.  24.  In  the  issuance  of  licenses  no  distinction  shall  be  made  between  males  and 
females:  Provided,  That  no  female,  including  female  licensees,  .shall  be  permitted  to 
personally  dispense  intoxicating  liquors.  (14) 

Sec.  25.  The  application  of  the  personal  representative  of  a  deceased  licensee  for 
refund,  or  for  transfer  of  license,  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  certified  copy  of  his,  her, 
or  its  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration,  as  the  case  may  be.  (15) 
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Sec.  26.  That  which  is  generally  known  in  clubs  as  the  “locker  system”  is  pro¬ 
hibited.  (21) 

Sec.  27.  Intoxicating  liquors  shall  be  dispensed  only  in  sealed  packages  when 
intended  for  consumption  elsewhere  than  at  the  place  of  sale.  What  is  generally 
known  as  the  “growler”  or  “bucket”  trade  is  prohibited. 

Sec.  28.  The  name  of  the  proprietor  and  the  word  “cafe,”  “buffet,”  “bar,”  “bar¬ 
room,”  or  “restaurant”  only-  shall  be  displayed  by  the  licensee  on  the  building 
wherein  a  barroom  license  has  been  granted,  except  in  cases  of  hotels  and  clubs. 

Sec.  29.  Where  a  wholesale  license  has  been  issued,  in  addition  to  the  name  of  the 
proprietor  the  words  “wholesale  liquors  and  wines”  only  shall  be  displayed  on  the 
outside  of  the  licensee’s  premises,  except  in  cases  where  merchandise  other  than 
intoxicating  liquors  is  sold.  The  kinds  and  prices  of  liquors  displayed  in  windows 
may  be  indicated  by  cards  six  inches  square,  and  all  other  signs  and  cards  advertising 
intoxicating  liquors,  visible  from  the  street,  are  prohibited. 

Sec.  30.  Wherever  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  the  display  of  obscene  pictures  is 
prohibited. 

Sec.  31.  No  licensee  shall  permit  barrels,  kegs,  or  cases  to  remain  on  the  pavement 
in  front  of  his,  her,  or  its  premises  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Sec.  32.  Two  members  of  the  Excise  Board  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  33.  Interested  persons  and  their  attorneys  are  admonished  not  to  attempt  to 
discuss  pending  questions  with  individual  members  of  the  Excise  Board;  all  such 
discussion  must  be  had  before  members  while  sitting  as  a  board  and  not  otherwise. 

The  foregoing  rules  and  regulations  were  adopted  by  the  Excise  Board  this  twenty- 
third  day  of  September,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Joseph  C.  Sheehy,  Chairman, 
Robert  G.  Smith, 

Henry  S.  Baker, 

Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

On  November  25,  1913,  it  was  ordered  ‘Hhat  the  first  paragraph  of 
section  15  of  tbe  rides  and  regulations  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  amended, 
and  as  amended  shall  read  as  follows:” 

Sec.  15.  Under  a  wholesale  liquor  license,  intoxicating  liquors  shall  be  sold  in 
sealed  packages  only  and  each  package  shall  contain  not  less  than  one  quart;  except 
that  any  sealed  original  or  bonded  package  containing  not  less  than  approximately 
one  pint  may  be  sold. 

A  few  months  later  the  Excise  Board  further  amended  the  rules 
and  regulations.  On  March  10,  1914,  it  was  ordered  “that  section  7 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  amended  by  adding, 
after  the  word  “purposes”  in  the  last  line,  the  words  “except  where 
intoxicating  liquors  are  not  to  be  sold  and  delivered  on  the  premises,” 
so  that  said  section  as  amended  shall  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  7.  Be.ginning  November  1,  1914,  wholesale  licenses  (to  sell  intoxicating  liquors 
in  quantities  of  five  gallons  and  over)  shall  not  be  granted  on  any  side  of  a  street 
where  less  than  fifty  per  centum  of  the  foot  frontage  between  intersecting  streets, 
excluding  all  buildings  wherein  barroom  licenses  are  held,  is  used  for  business  pur¬ 
poses;  except  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  not  to  be  sold  and  delivered  on  the 
premises.  (2) 

On  March  25,  1914,  it  was  ordered,  “that  section  18a  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  be,  and  it  is  liereby  amended,  and  as  amended  shall 
read  as  follotvs”: 

Sec.  18a.  For  the  purpose  of  cleaning  up  and  doing  other  necessary  work,  licensed 
premises  may  be  entered  or  occupied  by  licensees  and  their  regular  employees  be¬ 
tween  six  forty -five  o’clock  a.  m.,  and  seven  o’clock  a.  m.,  except  on  Sundays  and 
Inauguration  Day:  Provided,  That  neither  said  Licensees  nor  their  employees  shall 
drink,  sell,  give  away,  or  dispense  any  intoxicating  liquors  during  the  times  men¬ 
tioned. 
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Two  new  para9;raphs  were  also  added  to  section  20  of  the  rules 
and  regulations,  and  are  appended  hereto  as  follows: 

Sec.  20a.  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  licensee,  the  duly  authorized  personal  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  deceased  or  any  person  or  persons  authorized  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  mav,  with  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Excise  Board, 
conduct  the  business  for  a  period  of  not  exceeding  thirty  days  after  such  death,  and, 
unless  the  license  be  transferred  within  thirty  days  (including  the  fifteen  days' 
posting  required  by  section  11  of  the  rules  and  regulations)  after  the  death  of  the 
licensee,  the  license  shall  expire,  in  accordance  with  paragraph  15  of  the  excise  law. 

Sec.  20b.  Except  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  licensee,  any  person  or  persons  duly 
authorized  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  may,  with  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  Excise  Board,  conduct  the  business  of  a  licensee  for  a  period  of  not 
exceeding  sixty  days. 

It  is  tlie  opinion  of  the  Excise  Board  that  these  amendments,  the 
more  completely  meeting  the  needs  of  the  developing  situation  in 
their  particular  lines,  have  also  proved  of  value  in  the  efficient  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  excise  law. 

III.  NUMBER  OF  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  FOR  LICENSE. 

(a)  Barroom  license. — During  the  fiscal  year  just  passed  there  were 
submitted  to  the  Excise  Board  for  action  472  applications  for  bar¬ 
room  licenses  in  every  section  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

(h)  Wholesale  liquor  license. — During  the  same  period  the  board  was 
required  to  act  upon  119  applications  for  wholesale  liquor  licenses. 

IV.  ACTION  BY  EXCISE  BOARD. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  October  the  board  was  busily 
engaged  in  examining  the  merits  of  the  cases  presented  to  them  for 
action.  Public  hearings  were  freely  granted  and  all  means  taken  to 
insure  justice  to  everyone.  Many  of  the  business  places  of  the  appli¬ 
cants  were  inspected  by  the  members  of  the  board,  and  the  reports 
mads  by  the  police  department  were  carefully  perused. 

{a)  Barroom  licenses  granted  ani  refased. — After  full  and  fair  inves¬ 
tigation  it  was  announced,  on  November  1,  1913,  that  453  applica¬ 
tions  for  licenses  were  granted  and  7  refused. 

(b)  Wholesale  liquor  licenses  granted,  and  refused. — At  the  same  time 
the  board  granted  115  applications  for  wholesale  liquor  licenses  and 
refused  2. 

In  the  course  of  the  license  year  two  other  apphcations  for  barroom 
licenses  were  filed,  which  were  granted,  and  one  application  for  whole¬ 
sale  liquor  license  v/hich  the  Excise  Board  refused. 

V.  WITHDRAWN  BY  APPLICANT. 

(a)  Barroom  applications. — While  applications  for  licenses  were  be¬ 
ing  considered  b}^  the  Excise  Board  10  applicants  for  barroom  licenses 
requested  that  permission  be  granted  them  to  withdraw  their  apph¬ 
cations. 

(b)  WbiOlesale  liquor  applications. — One  applicant  for  wholesale 
hquor  license  did  likewise. 

Permission  was  accordingly  granted  in  each  instance. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  license  year  2  barroom  licenses  were 
surrendered,  and  1  became  inoperative  after  the  death  of  the  licensee. 
Four  hundred  and  seventy-two  apphcations  for  barroom  hcenses 
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having  been  submitted,  of  which  number  7  were  refused,  10  with- 
drawTi,  2  surrendered,  and  1  discontinued  by  order  of  the  Excise 
Board,  there  now  remain  extant  452  licenses  for  barrooms.  One 
hundred  and  nineteen  applications  for  wholesale  liquor  licenses  hav¬ 
ing  been  presented,  of  which  number  3  were  refused,  1  withdrawn, 
and  2  surrendered,  there  now  remain  in  actual  operation  113  whole¬ 
sale  liquor  licenses. 

VI.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  DESIGNATION  AS  RESTAURANT. 

Early  in  September  the  board  took  under  consideration  requests 
from  barroom  license  applicants  for  designation  of  their  business 
places  as  restaurants  within  the  meaning  of  the  excise  law  (par.  14). 
All  applications  for  such  designation  were  made  to  the  board  in  writ¬ 
ing.  In  each  case  the  applicant’s  premises  were  inspected  by  the 
board  and  such  designation  was  granted  only  where  the  equipment  was 
such  as  to  satisfy  the  board  of  the  applicant’s  ability  to  serve  meals 
in  a  suitable  way  to  those  who  desired  to  purchase  them.  By  order 
of  the  board  all  private  dining  rooms  were  abolished,  and  meals  may 
no  longer  be  served  at  restaurants  except  in  rooms  which  admit  of 
a  clear  view  of  the  occupants  at  all  times. 

In  all,  the  board  received  109  requests  for  restaurant  designations, 
of  which  90  were  granted  and  19  refused. 

VII.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  EXTRA  ENTRANCE  TO  BARROOMS. 

Another  matter  which  required  much  attention  from  the  board 
concerned  the  requests  by  barroom  licensees  for  permission  to  main¬ 
tain  extra  entrances  to  their  barrooms.  Here,  too,  the  board  saw  to 
it  that  no  action  was  taken  except  after  inspection  of  the  applicant’s 
premises. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  39  requests  for  per¬ 
mission  to  maintain  such  extra  entrances  were  presented  to  the  board, 
of  which  38  were  granted  and  1  was  refused. 

VIII.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  TRANSFER. 

A  feature  of  the  year’s  work  was  the  consideration  of  an  extremely 
large  number  of  applications  for  transfer  of  both  barroom  and  whole¬ 
sale  liquor  licenses.  In  nearly  every  instance  where  application  was 
made  the  board  deemed  it  proper  to  grant  a  public  hearing.  All 
parties  interested  in  a  particular  case  were  notified  of  the  date  upon 
which  a  hearing  was  to  be  granted,  and  were  given  thereby  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  day  of  trial.  At  these  hearings  full 
and  frank  discussion  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  case  was 
invited,  and  no  attempt  Vvas  made  to  limit  the  remarks  of  those  who 
desired  or  opposed  favorable  action  by  the  board.  After  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  each  case  the  testimony  was  thoroughly  reviewed  and  all  p:rti- 
nent  conditions  fully  considered.  In  all,  considerably  more  than  100 
hearings  were  held  before  the  board  on  applications  for  transfer. 

(a)  Transfer  of  barroom  licenses  from  'place  to  place. — There  were 
86  applications  for  transfer  of  barroom  licenses  from  one  location  to 
another.  Of  these  42  were  granted,  34  refused,  and  10  withdrawn. 

(5)  Transfer  of  wholesale  licenses  from  place  to  place. — Again,  there 
were  1 4  applications  for  transfer  of  wholesale  liquor  licenses  from  one 
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location  to  another,  of  which  5  were  granted  and  9  refused;  none 
were  withdrawn. 

(c)  Transfer  of  barroom  licenses  from  'person  to  person. — There  were, 
moreover,  26  applications  for  transfer  of  barroom  licenses  from 
person  to  person,  of  which  22  were  granted,  3  refused,  and  1  with¬ 
drawn. 

{d)  Transfer  of  wholesale  licenses  from  person  to  person. — ^There 
were  4  applications  for  transfer  of  wholesale  liquor  licenses  from 
person  to  person,  3  of  which  were  granted  and  1  refused. 

The  total  number  of  transfer  applications  filed,  both  of  barroom 
and  wholesale  liquor  licenses,  was  130.  In  the  cases  of  transfers 
from  place  to  place,  a  reasonable  time  was  granted  the  licensee 
to  prepare  his  new  location  for  the  proper  conduct  of  his  business 
there. 

IX.  VIOLATIONS  OF  THE  EXCISE  LAW. 

{a)  By  licensees. — During  the  period  which  this  report  covers,  18 
arrests  were  made  from  among  the  licensees  for  violation  of  the  excise 
liquor  law.  There  were  12  cases  either  dismissed  or  nolle  prosequied; 
5  hcensees  were  found  guilty  of  the  charges  lodged  against  them, 
4  of  whom  paid  fines  aggregating  $170.  No  fine  has  up  to  date  been 
levied  against  the  fifth.  In  the  case  of  one  other  licensee  the  jury 
disagreed;  his  case  is  yet  to  be  disposed  of. 

(b)  By  nonlicensees. — ^Among  those  not  holding  licenses,  there  was 
a  total  of  8,993  arrests  for  violations  of  the  excise  liquor  law.  Of 
these  no  inconsiderable  number  were  apprehended  for  maintaining 
unhcensed  bars.  Cf  those  nonlicensees  arrested,  4,912  were  im¬ 
prisoned,  158  gave  personal  bonds  as  a  guaranty  of  their  purpose  to 
refrain  from  further  violation  of  the  excise  law,  559  cases  were  con¬ 
tinued  to  some  future  date,  30  were  continued  indefinitely,  33  viola¬ 
tors  were  placed  on  probation  for  terms  varying  in  the  main  from 
six  months  to  one  year,  and  209  were  discharged.  Fines  were  col¬ 
lected  from  the  remaining  3,092  aggregating  $37,146.06.  The  total 
amount  of  fines  collected  from  both  licensees  and  nonlicensees  was 
$37,316.06. 

X.  KEVENUES  EECEIVED  FEOM  LICENSES. 

{a)  Barroom  licenses. — The  total  amount  of  revenue  which  accrued 
to  the  District  of  Columbia  during  the  past  fiscal  year  from  barroom 
licenses  was  close  to  a  hah  milhon  dollars.  The  fee  for  a  barroom 
license  is  at  present  $1,000  per  year  or  fraction  thereof.  There 
were  issued  455  hcenses  at  $1,000  each,  which  means  that  $455,000 
hcense  moneys  were  collected  from  barkeepers  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  during  the  fiscal  year.  One  barroom  license  was  discon¬ 
tinued  on  June  29,  1914,  after  the  death  of  the  hcensee;  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  present  excise  law  (par.  15)  the  board  authorized 
$336.95  of  the  original  hcense  fee  refunded  to  the  proper  person. 
A  total  of  $454,663.05  remains  with  the  District  of  Columbia  as 
revenue  from  barroom  hcense  fees. 

(f)  ^Yllolesale  liquor  licenses. — From  each  wholesale  liquor  hcensee, 
of  whom  there  were  115,  the  District  of  Columbia  received  $500  as  a 
hcense  foe.  The  amount  coUected  and  retained  from  this  class  of 
hcenses  for  liquor  hcenses  was  $57,500. 
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(c)  Transfers  from  place  to  place. — From  applicants  for  transfers 
of  barroom  licenses  from  place  to  place  up  to  the  present  time  $78 
have  been  collected,  and  $10  from  those  seeldng  transfers  of  whole¬ 
sale  liquor  hcenses  from  one  location  to  another. 

(d)  Transfers  from  person  to  person.-  From  21  applicants  for  trans¬ 
fer  of  barroom  licenses  from  person  to  pei-son  there  have  been 
collected  in  fees  $42,  and  $4  have  been  paid  in  by  applicants  for 
transfer  of  wholesale  liquor  licenses  from  person  to  person. 

The  fee  for  transfer  in  each  case  is  $2. 

The  total  amount  of  revenue  received  from  liquor  licensees  and 
retained  bv  the  District  of  Columbia  during  the  past  fiscal  vear  was 
$512,297.05. 

XI.  EXPENSES  OF  THE  EXCISE  BOARD. 

{a)  Appro pmations  under  the  creative  Za'w;.  -  Aside  from  the  appro¬ 
priation  made  by  Congress  to  meet  the  salaries  of  the  Excise  Com- 
missionei-s,  a  clerk,  and  an  inspector,  $400  were  allotted  to  the 
board  from  the  contingent  and  miscellaneous  fund  of  the  District 
of  Columbia.  This  amount  was  set  aside  about  the  time  the  Excise 
Board  organized.  Later,  additional  sums  were  allotted  which 
brought  the  total  appropriation  from  the  contingent  fund  to  $700. 
Care  was  exercised  to  prevent  needless  expenditures. 

if)  Actual  expenses  and  how  they  were  met. — With  the  new  excise 
law  came  the  necessity  of  laying  in  a  stock  of  entirely  new  forms,  to 
be  used  in  connection  with  the  office  procedure.  Two  thousand 
copies  of  the  excise  law  and  rules  and  regulations  were  printed, 
along  with  posting  cards  and  other  supplies.  The  entire  expendi¬ 
tures  for  the  purposes  named  were  $96.73;  besides  $158.07  were 
used  in  purchasing  new  furniture.  Three  new  desks,  with  chairs, 
two  typewriter  chairs,  and  six  chairs  for  use  in  the  board  room  were 
secured.  Four  large  record  books  cost  $54.25;  one  t3^pewriter,  $03.25; 
car  tickets  used  in  inspecting  premises,  $10;  while^the  cost  of  one 
telephone  with  an  extension  wire  was  $64.45.  Extensive  corre¬ 
spondence  and  other  conditions  resulted  in  the  use  of  a  large  amount 
of  stationery;  for  this  latter  and  similar  purposes  $44.37  were  ex- 

g ended.  In  addition  the  situation  existing  required  the  Excise 
oard  to  secure  for  its  guidance  a  set  of  Baist’s  Atlases  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia;  the  outlay'  of  $140  for  these  plat  books  completes 
the  expenses  of  the  board.  Of  the  $700  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
the  board  $631.35  were  spent. 

XII.  ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  LAW. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  police  department  to  look  to  the  general 
enforcement  of  the  law.  The  behef  of  the  Excise  Board  is  that  it 
is  doing  so  in  a  commendable  manner.  The  board’s  inspector  also 
has  police  powers.  All  things,  however,  indicate  an  overwhelming 
desire  on  the  part  of  licensees  to  comply  with  every  provision  of  the 
law  as  stated. 

XIII.  ADVERTISING  AND  SALE  OF  ^‘nEAR  BEER.” 

The  Excise  Board  respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  great  activity  displayed  in  advertising  for  sale  the  malt  beverage 
known  as  “near  beer.”  It  is  claimed  for  this  so-called  near  beer  that 
it  contains  less  than  2  per  cent  of  alcohol,  and  it  is  consequently 
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placed  on  sale  at  soda  fountains,  family  grocery  stores,  penny  stands, 
and  other  places  where  only  nonintoxicants  are  to  be  sold.  Its  taste 
is  similar  to  the  beer  dispensed  by  liquor  licensees,  and  while  perhaps 
it  contains  only  the  amount  of  alcohol  represented  by  its  makers, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Excise  Board  that  some  large  fee  should 
be  required  from  those  who  seek  to  place  it  on  sale,  and  that  the 
hours  when  it  may  be  sold  should  be  synchronous  with  those  when 
intoxicating  hquors  may  be  sold,  or  its  sale  should  be  restricted 
to  liquor  licensees  only.  At  the  present  time,  vendors  of  the  so- 
called  near  beer  have  but  to  secure  a  license  from  the  Internal  Eeve- 
nue  Department.  A  pernicious  feature  connected  with  its  sale  is  the 
freedom  mth  which  children  as  well  as  grovrn  folks  may  purchase  it. 
In  this  way  an  unusual  opportunity  is  afforded  the  young  to  culti¬ 
vate  a  taste  for  intoxicants. 

XIV.  COERESPOXDENCE  FROM  CONGRESS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  but  one  importent  communication  was  ad¬ 
dressed  by  Congress  to  the  Excise  Board.  On  December  1,  1913,  the 
Hon.  Ben  Johnson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  requested  the  Excise  Board  to  actively  cooperate  where- 
exer  possible  with  the  committee  in  the  task  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  in  House  resolution  No.  320. 

The  board  replied  that  it  would  gladly  cooperate  in  every  way 
possible  with  the  committee  in  the  task  at  hand. 

XV.  REPORTS  ON  BILLS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  referred  to  the  Excise  Board  for  report  thereon  two  House  bills 
dealing  with  the  liquor  traffic. 

H.  B.  14327,  a  bill  prohibiting  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
premises  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  forbidding  the  granting  of  licenses,  being  referred  by  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  Excise  Board  for  its 
views,  the  paper  was  returned,  with  the  following  indorsement: 

March  25,  1914. 

Respectfully  returned. 

The  Excise  Board  considers  this  legislation  unnecessary.  Government  officials 
may  now  refuse  to  rent  property  owned  by  the  United  States  to  tenants  who  are 
licensees  under  the  excise  law  of  the  District,  and  none  but  licensees  can  sell  liquors 
except  in  violation  of  existing  law. 

Jos.  C.  Sheehy, 

Chairman  Excise  Board,  District  of  Columbia. 

H.  B.  15434,  bsing  referred  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  to  the  Excise  Board  for  report  thereon,  was  returned, 
with  the  following  indorsement: 

April  23,  1914. 

Resp  ec  tf ully  return  ed . 

The  Excise  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that,  as  the  present  excise  liquor  law,  approved 
March  4,  1913,  will  not  be  in  full  force  and  effect  until  on  and  after  November  1,  1914, 
it  may  best  serve  all  concerned  to  await  the  practical  test  of  its  prowsions  and  pro¬ 
hibitions  before  enacting  a  law  such  as  that  proposed  in  the  inclosed  bill. 

There  being  61  street-car  intersections  in  the  District  of  Columbia  where  passen¬ 
gers  are  given  free  transfers  from  one  street-car  line  to  another,  the  board  estimates 
that  125  licenses,  including  the  most  prominent  hotels,  clubs,  and  restaurants,  would 
be  eliminated  immediately  on  the  passage  of  the  proposed  act,  and  for  that  reason, 
also,  the  board  believes  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  enact  this  law  at  this  time. 

R.  G.  Smith, 

Chairman  Excise  Board,  District  of  Columbia. 
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XVI.  RESIGNATION  OF  FIRST  CHAIRMAN. 

On  March  12,  1914,  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Sheehy,  chairman  of  the  board, 
tendered  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Eixcise  Commission.  The  correspoiidence  which 
‘  passed  between  the  President  and  Mr.  Sheehy  is  incorporated  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Excise  Board  as  IoIIoavs: 

April  15,  1914. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  followiiii;  corresj>on(tence  he  spread  in  full  upon  the  minutes 
for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  it  ex])lains  itself  as  to  the  wish  of  oiir  chairman, 
Mr.  Joseph  C.  Sheehy,  and  the  ap])reciation  of  his  valuable  services  as  a  member  of 
this  board  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Tlie  remain inr^  members  can  only 
express  regret  at  the  scA'ering  of  an  exceedingly  pleasant  official  relationship  and  say 
that  they  hope  the  future  has  in  store  for  Air.  Sheehy  all  that  he  may  himself  desire. 


“Excise  Hoard  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

“  Washington,  March  12,  1914- 

“The  President:  The  conscientious  jierformance  of  my  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia  has,  from  the  time  of  my  appointment  to 
the  ])resent,  necessitated  the  relinquishment  of  the  practice  of  my  profession  almost 
entirely. 

“A  comprehensive  set  of  rules  and  regulations  governing  excise  matters  in  the 
District  has  been  prepared  and  promulgated  by  the  board,  and  after  a  test  of  several 
months  found  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  at  least  a  substantial  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  city.  The  work  of  the  board  is  up  to  date,  and  I  feel  that  I  can  not,  in  justice 
to  my  family  and  myself,  longer  make  the  financial  sacrifice  which  the  proper  attention 
to  my  official  duties  demands. 

“I  therefore  respectfully  tender  my  resignation,  to  take  effect  at  whatever  date  in 
the  near  future  it  may  be  entirely  agreeable  and  convenient  to  you  to  accept  it,  which 
I  hope  will  be  not  later  than  April  15. 

“1  greatly  appreciate  your  expression  of  confidence  in  me,  evidenced  by  my  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  beg  to  extend  my  hearty  thanks  therefor. 

“With  assurances  of  my  high  esteem,  I  am, 

“Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  Jos.  C.  Sheehy. 


“The  White  House,  Washington. 

“My  Dear  Mr,  Sheehy:  Your  letter  of  March  12,  in  which  you  tender  your  resig¬ 
nation  as  a  member  of  the  Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  has  been  received, 
and  I  hereby  accept  it  to  take  effect  upon  the  qualification  of  your  successor. 

“Let  me  assure  you  that  I  warmly  appreciate  your  willingness  to  serve  in  this 
position  as  well  as  the  efficient  service  which  you  have  rendered. 

“Sincerely,  yours, 

“(Signed)  Woodrow  Wilson, 

“Hon.  Joseph  C.  Sheehy, 

Excise  Board,  Washington,  D.  C." 

R.  G.  Smith,  Acting  Chairman, 
Henry  S.  Baker, 

Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


XVII.  APPOINTMENT  OF  NEW  MEMBER. 

Mr.  Cotter  T.  Bride  was  appointed  by  the  President  to  succeed 
Mr.  Sheehy,  and  took  office  on  April  16,  1914. 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Smith  was  duly  chosen  chairman  of  the  reorganized 
board. 

XVIII.  QUESTIONS  ON  EXCISE  LAW  SUBMITTED  TO  CORPORATION 

COUNSEL. 

From  lime  to  time  the  Excise  Board  has  thought  it  proper  to 
submit  to  the  corporation  counsel  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for 
his  opinion  questions  having  a  most  important  bearing  upon  the 
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construction  of  the  excise  law.  The  questions  submitted  and  the 
answers  received  are  as  follows: 

February  5,  1914. 

Dear  Mr.  Stephens:  Referring  to  the  hearing  held  before  the  Excise  Board  on 
January  29,  on  the  change  in  the  fire  limits  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  will  you  kindly  give  the  board  your  views  on  the  question? 

The  board  is  anxious  to  dispose  of  this  question  as  promptly  as  possible. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  Jos.  C.  Sheehy,  Chairman. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Stephens, 

Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  District  of  Columbia. 


February  9,  1914. 

The  Excise  Board  op  the  District  op  Columbia. 

Gentlemen:  In  response  to  your  request  of  the  5th  instant  for  my  views  on  the 
question  argued  before  the  board  January  29,  I  submit  herewith  the  following: 

The  question,  as  I  understand  it,  is  whether  a  barroom  west  of  the  westerly  line 
of  the  fire  limits  as  they  existed  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1913,  can  be  licensed  under 
the  excise  law. 

I  refrain  from  citing  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  the  provisions  requested  are  neces¬ 
sarily  familiar  to  the  members  of  the  board.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  answer  to 
the  question  depends  upon  what  interpretation  shall  be  given  in  point  of  time  to  the 
clause  “the  westerly  line  of  the  fire  limits  as  now  established.”  The  phrase  “now 
established”  is  used  also  in  the  same  paragraph  (par.  2)  in  relation  to  colleges  or 
universities,  houses  of  religious  worship,  etc.,  and  the  meaning  should  of  course  be 
the  same  in  both  instances. 

1.  It  is  the  general  rule  of  statutory  construction  that  the  statute  speaks  from  the 
time  it  goes  into  effect  and  not  from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act.  (1  Lewis  Souther¬ 
land  on  Statutory  Construction,  sec.  183,  26  Encyc.,  565.)  Also  it  has  been  held  that 
persons  are  not  to  be  governed  in  their  actions  before  the  statute  becomes  operative. 
(Sammis  v.  Bennett,  22  L.  R.  A.,  48.) 

If  the  words  “now  established”  have  reference  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act, 
then  effect  is  given  to  the  act  before  the  time  prescribed  by  CongTess,  at  which  time 
the  act  went  into  effect,  i.  e.,  July  1,  1913.  In  other  words,  by  its  express  provisions 
the  act  did  not  go  into  effect  until  July  1,  but  by  giving  force  to  the  language  used  as 
of  the  4th  day  of  March,  effect  is  given  to  the  act  as  of  that  time;  that  is  to  say,  the  act 
was  in  effect  and  the  act  was  not  in  effect.  Either  the  act  became  effective  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  or  it  did  not.  The  plain  provision  of  the  law  is  that  it  did  not. 
Therefore  no  effect  can  be  given  to  the  language  until  the  time  it  went  into  effect. 

2.  Another  circumstance  exceedingly  important,  in  my  opinion,  is  that  Congress 
adopted  as  the  westerly  limit  the  fire  limits  which  Congress  must  have  known  were 
then,  are  now,  and  always  have  been  continuously  sliifting  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
community  constantly  growing.  The  fact  that  Congress  used  as  a  boundary  line  one 
that  was  being  changed  from  time  to  time  and  which  might  be  changed  between  the 
date  of  the  approval  of  the  act  and  the  time  set  for  its  operation  instead  of  using  a  line 
which  in  all  probability  would  not  sliift  and  which  up  to  that  time  had  never  shifted 
is  a  very  significant  circumstance.  If  Congress  had  intended  to  designate  a  boundary 
which  would  be  definite  and  certain  at  the  passage  of  the  act  and  as  equally  definite 
and  certain  at  the  time  of  its  operation,  it  would  have  so  stated.  It  was  just  as  easy  to 
say  ‘  ‘  the  west  line  of  Thirty-fif th  Street,  ’  ’  and  had  this  language  been  used  this  ques¬ 
tion  would  not  have  arisen,  because  the  west  line  of  Thirty-fifth  Street  is  the  same 
now  as  it  was  at  either  of  the  dates  above  mentioned,  and  in  so  far  as  I  am  informed 
has  remained  unchanged  since  the  establishment  of  the  street. 

I  think  that  Congress  by  using  the  shifting  boundary  instead  of  a  rigid  one  had  in 
contemplation  the  fact  that  the  boundary  might  shift. 

3.  There  was  some  argument  at  the  hearing  adjudging  the  connection  between  the 
fire  limits  and  the  sale  of  liquor.  I  do  not  regard  this  as  very  iniportant,  but  the 
connection  to  me  is  obvious.  The  fire  limits  are  the  thickly  settled  portions  of  the 
community  within  which  fire  protection  should  be  afforded  and  within  which,  as  is 
well  known,  there  is  better  and  mmre  efficient  police  supermsion  and  control  than 
there  is  in  the  outlying  and  sparsely  settled  sections.  Barrooms  within  the  fire  limits 
therefore,  would  be  subject  to  closer  scrutiny  by  police  and  more  easily  under  control 
than  barrooms  would  be  in  the  outlying  sections  where  a  policemian’s  beat  would,  and 
actually  does,  cover  a  very  large  area. 
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I  am  of  the  opinion,  on  the  whole,  that  the  liquor  license  might  legally  issue  to  such 
place  of  business  not  within  the  fire  limits  on  the  4th  of  March,  1913,  but  wWh  was 
within  the  fire  limits  on  the  1st  of  July,  1913. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  F.  H.  Stephens, 

Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 


May  1,  1914. 


Sir:  The  Excise  Board  begs  to  submit  the  following  questions  for  your  interpretation 
and  requests  your  opinion  thereon  for  its  rules  and  guidance: 

Paragraphs  8  and  9  of  the  excise  law  and  sections  11  and  19  of  the  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  provide  how  application  for  and  transfer  of  a  license  to  a  person  or  to  a  place  shall 
be  made,  but  the  law  is  silent  as  to  procedure  to  transfer  it  where  the  licensee  loses  his 
licensed  premises  and  has  nothing  to  show  for  the  privilege  granted  but  the  certificate 
which  gives  him  authority  to  sell  at  a  certain  place  designated  by  street  and  number 
thereon.  Hence — 

1.  Has  such  a  license,  not  occupying  its  “frame”  (par.  9,  excise  law)  in  the  place  of 
business  indicated  on  its  face,  good  standing  before  the  board? 

2.  Is  the  license  not  forfeited  where  the  licensee  loses  the  place  thereon  named? 

3.  Would  it  be  proper  under  the  excise  law  for  this  board  to  grant  the  transfer  of  a 
license  from  its  owner’s  pocket  to  a  place  of  business? 

A  licensee  having  been  dispossessed  from  his  licensed  premises  by  the  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  court  order  for  nonpayment  of  rent  and  no  application  made 
for  transfer  of  the  license — 

4.  AMiat  is  the  status  of  the  license? 

5.  Are  these  premises  available  for  the  transfer  of  another  license  thereto  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  they  are  already  of  record  as  licensed  premises,  but  not  occupied 
as  such? 

Respectfully, 


(Signed)  R.  G.  Smith,  Chairman. 


Corporation  Counsel  District  of  Columbia. 


May  8,  1914. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Smith, 

Chairman  Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  In  resp>onse  to  your  letter  of  May  1,  asking  certain  questions  in  regard 
to  liquor  licenses,  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  as  follows: 

1.  Question.  Has  such  a  license,  not  occupying  its  “frame”  (par.  9,  exicse  law)  in 
the  place  of  business  indicated  on  its  face,  good  standing  before  this  board? 

Answer.  Whether  a  license  occupies  “frame”  or  not  I  think  has  no  weight  in 
determining  its  validity.  The  law  requires  a  license  to  be  framed  and  imposes  a 
penalty  if  not  framed,  but  does  not  say  that  it  shall  be  invalid  if  not  framed. 

2.  Question.  Is  the  license  not  forfeited  where  the  licensee  loses  the  place  thereon 
named? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  A  place  of  business  may  be  burned  down,  destroyed  by  storm, 
segregated  on  account  of  disease,  or,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  licensee  may  be  dis¬ 
possessed  by  the  owner.  This  does  not  destroy  the  license,  in  the  absence  of  any 
statutory  requirement  to  that  effect.  The  licensee  has  a  good  license,  dormant  for  the 
time  being  because  he  has  no  place  approved  by  the  board  at  which  to  conduct  the 
business.  The  license  may  be  revived  by  the  board  approving  the  conduct  at  another 
or  the  same  place. 

3.  Question.  Would  it  be  proper  under  the  excise  law  for  this  board  to  grant  the 
transfer  of  a  license  from  its  owner’s  pocket  to  a  place  of  business? 

Answer.  Yes;  it  is  a  matter  within  the  discretion  of  the  board. 

4.  Question.  WTiat  is  the  status  of  the  license? 

Answer.  The  license  is  dormant,  or  in  abeyance,  to  be  revived  when  the  board 
shall  approve  of  a  place  at  which  the  license  may  be  exercised. 

5.  Question.  Are  these  premises  available  for  the  transfer  of  another  license  thereto 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  are  already  of  record  as  licensed  premises  but 
not  occupied  as  such? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  board  may  allow  a  transfer  of  another  license  to  these  premises, 
or  permit  the  original  applicant  to  resume  business  there,  or  permit  the  original  licensee 
to  conduct  business  at  another  place.  The  whole  matter  is  within  the  discretion  of 
the  board. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed)  Conrad  H.  Syme, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

H  Doc.  1213,  63-3 - 2 
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May  20,  1914. 

The  Corporation  Counsel.  The  Excise  Board  would  appreciate  your  opinion  on 
the  question  involved  in  the  facts  hereinafter  set  forth: 

1.  John  H.  Gordon  held  a  barroom  license  at  No.  407  Q  Street  NW.  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  February  13,  1914. 

2.  Louise  Gordon,  his  widow,  was  named  an  executrix  and  beneficiary  by  his  will. 

3.  Application  for  letters  testamentary  was  made  promptly  by  Louise  Gordon,  but 
because  of  the  existence  of  a  minor  son  of  a  deceased  brother  of  the  testator  publica¬ 
tion  was  necessary. 

4.  Within  30  days  after  the  death  of  Gordon,  Louise  Gordon  notified  the  Excise 
Board  of  her  husband ’s  death  and  of  the  fact  that  publication  against  the  minor  child 
was  necessary. 

5.  Two  of  the  witnesses  to  the  execution  of  the  will  were  found  to  be  nonresidents, 
and  this  also  caused  delay  in  securing  letters  testamentary. 

6.  Paragraph  15  of  the  excise  law  reads: 

“That  all  applicants  who  have  had  a  license  during  the  preceding  year  who  so 
de^re  shall  apply  for  a  renewal  of  such  license  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September 
of  each  license  year:  Provided,  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  person  ha^fing  a 
license  under  this  section  during  a  license  year  there  shall  be  refunded  to  the  personal 
representative  of  the  deceased  such  amount  of  the  license  fee  in  proportion  to  the 
unexpired  part  of  the  license  year:  Provided  further,  That  the  minimum  portion  of 
said  license  fee  to  be  retained  for  any  portion  of  the  licensed  year,  irrespective  of  its 
proportion  to  the  entire  year,  shall  be  $200  in  the  case  of  barroom  licenses  and  $100 
m  the  case  of  wholesale  licenses :  Provided  further.  That  the  personal  representative  of 
any  deceased  licensee  may  within  thirty  days  after  the  death  of  such  licensee  transfer 
said  license  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  touching  transfers  of 
licenses.” 

7.  Section  20a  of  the  rules  and  regulations  promulgated  by  the  Excise  Board  reads: 

“In  case  of  the  death  of  a  licensee  the  duly  authorized  personal  representative  of 

the  deceased  or  any  person  or  persons  authorized  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  may,  with  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Excise  Board,  conduct  the  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  period  of  not  exceeding  thirty  days  after  such  death,  and  unless  the  license  be 
transferred  within  thirty  days  (including  the  fifteen  days’  posting  required  by  sec¬ 
tion  11  of  the  rules  and  regulations)  after  the  death  of  the  licensee,  the  license  shall 
expire,  in  accordance  with  paragraph  15  of  the  excise  law.” 

8.  Letters  testamentary  were  obtained  by  Louise  Gordon  at  the  earliest  date  possi¬ 
ble,  April  22,  1914. 

9.  On  April  28,  1914,  six  days  after  obtaining  letters  testamentary,  Louise  Gordon 
duly  made  application  to  the  Excise  Board  for  the  transfer  of  the  license  to  herself, 
to  be  held  in  her  own  right. 

10.  The  applicant  has  complied  with  the  law  respecting  transfers  in  so  far  as  it 
was  possible  for  her  to  do  so,  and  the  Excise  Board  is  now  ready  to  act  on  her 
application. 

The  question  is.  Does  the  expression  “  the  personal  representative  of  any  deceased 
licensee  may  within  30  days  after  the  death  of  such  licensee  transfer  said  license  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law  touching  transfers  of  licenses”  preclude 
the  transfer  of  a  license  by  the  personal  representative  of  a  deceased  licensee  after 
the  expiration  of  the  30-day  period  mentioned  in  a  case  where  the  law  governing  the 
probate  of  wills  does  not  permit  the  issuance  of  letters  testamentary  within  30  days 
next  succeeding  the  death  of  a  testator,  and  hence  does  not  permit  an  application 
to  be  made  by  an  executor  or  executrix  for  such  a  transfer  within  the  period  limited? 

Congress  clearly  intended  to  confer  upon  personal  representatives  of  deceased 
licensees  the  substantial  right  to  transfer  licenses.  Is  it  reasonable  to  assume  that 
Congress  intended  to  destroy  that  right  in  a  case  where  the  procedure  required  under 
the  probate  law — another  act  of  the  same  Congress — precluded  the  filing  of  an  appli¬ 
cation  for  transfer  within  the  30-day  period  mentioned  in  the  excise  law?  As  substan¬ 
tial  property  rights  are  always  involved  in  such  cases,  any  doubt  that  there  may  be 
respecting  the  right  to  transfer  licenses  should  be  resolved  in  favor  of  the  right  to 
transfer.  Especially  is  this  so  in  the  case  now  before  the  Excise  Board,  as  the  inter¬ 
ested  party  is  a  widow  depending  upon  the  business  for  her  livelihood. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  R.  G.  Smith,  Chairman. 


May  22,  1914. 

Gen.  R.  G.  Smith, 

Chairman  Excise  Board,  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  Sir:  Replying  to  your  favor  of  May  20,  1914,  with  reference  to  the  last  proviso  of 
paragraph  15  of  the  excise  law,  I  have  to  advise  you  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  this  pro- 
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viso  precludes  the  transfer  of  a  license  by  a  personal  representative  of  a  deceased 
licensee  after  the  expiration  of  30  days  from  the  date  of  the  death  of  the  licensee.  The 
right  to  transfer  a  license  at  all  before  the  passage  of  this  law  did  not  exist  in  the  per¬ 
sonal  representative  of  a  decedent. 

In  the  case  of  Richards  v.  Geiger  (39  Apps,  D.  C.,  278),  it  is  held  that  a  license  to 
sell  intoxicating  liquors  is  a  mere  permit  personal  to  the  licensee  and  is  not  trans¬ 
ferable  unless  the  right  is  expressly  conferred  by  statute,  and  then  only  upon  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  pro^’isions  of  the  statute  relating  to  the  transfer.  The  statute  con¬ 
ferring  this  right  upon  a  personal  representative  expressly  limits  the  time  within 
which  it  can  be  exercised  to  30  days,  and  while  this  construction  of  the  law  may  work 
hardship  in  individual  cases  the  plain  wording  of  the  law  must  prevail  which  limits 
the  time  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  as  above  set  forth. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  Conrad  H.  Syme, 

Corporation  Counsel. 


June  16,  1914. 

Sir:  The  Excise  Board  would  appreciate  your  opinion  on  the  following: 

Maurice  Delaney  is  a  barroom  licensee  operating  barroom  at  1319  Seventh  Street 
NW.  On  May  22,  1914,  receivers  in  equity  Xo.  32658  were  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  take  possession,  custody,  and  charge  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  assets,  and  license.  Receivers  operated  the  barroom  business  until  Friday,  the 
12th  instant,  when  they  sold  the  property,  includiug  license,  at  public  auction. 
Meantime  no  effort  had  been  made  to  obtain  authority  from  this  board  to  conduct 
the  business  as  set  forth  in  the  court  order,  and  this  board  was  not  aware  of  the  legal 
embarrassment  of  the  licensee  until  the  receivers  came  to  the  board  on  the  15th  instant 
and  sought  to  obtain  consent  for  transfer  to  the  new  owner,  a  Mr.  Michael  Daly. 

The  Excise  Board  beUeves  that  the  business  has  been  conducted  since  May  22, 
1914,  in  violation  of  law,  owing  to  the  receivers  having  taken  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  licensee  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Excise  Board,  and 
the  question  before  the  board  is.  What  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  justice  to  the 
interests  of  all  concerned? 

Paragraphs  8  and  15  of  the  excise  law,  and  sections  20a  and  20b  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  seem  to  bear  on  the  subject. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  R.  G.  Smith,  Chairman. 

Corporation  Counsel  District  of  Columbia. 


June  16,  1914. 

Hon.  R.  G.  Smith, 

Chairman  Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  inquiry  of  this  date.  I  ad\'ise  you  that  the  situation 
is  governed  by  section  20b  of  the  rules  of  the  Excise  Board,  to  wit: 

“Except  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  licensee  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  may,  with  the  consent  in  writing  of  the 
Excise  Board,  conduct  the  business  of  a  licensee  for  a  period  of  not  exceeding  sixty 
days.’.’ 

Owing  to  a  misapprehension,  the  receivers  failed  to  apply  to  the  Excise  Board,  and 
did  not  obtain  the  necessary  consent.  As  the  consent  would  probably  have  been 
granted  had  the  application  been  made,  I  recommend  that  the  board  now  grant  its 
consent  to  the  receivers  to  conduct  the  business  for  a  period  of  60  days  from  the  22d 
of  May,  1914,  the  date  of  their  appointment. 

When  the  application  is  made  for  a  transfer  of  the  license  from  the  receivers  to  the 
purchaser,  the  board  can  then,  in  its  discretion,  grant  this  transfer. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

(Signed)  F.  H.  Stephens, 

Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 

Before  concluding  this  report  the  Excise  Board  begs  to  acknowledge 
in  this  way  the  warmth  of  the  oflB.cial  reception  given  it  at  the  time 
of  its  organization,  and  the  many  courtesies  extended  since  that  time 
by  the  commissioners  and  other  officials  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  copy  of  the  excise  law  accompanies  the  foregoing  report  of  the 
Excise  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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Sec.  9.  Paragraph  1.  That  no  person,  company,  copartnership,  association,  club, 
or  corporation  shall  manufacture,  sell,  offer  for  sale,  keep  for  sale,  traffic  in,  barter, 
exchange  for  goods,  give  away,  or  otheiwise  furnish,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  any 
intoxicating  liquors,  except  as  hereinafter  provided.  Wherever  the  term  “  intox¬ 
icating  liquors”  is  used  in  this  section  it  shall  be  deemed  to  include  whisky,  brandy, 
gin,  wine,  cordials,  rum,  ale,  porter,  beer,  hard  or  fermented  cider,  and  all  other  fer¬ 
mented,  distilled,  spirituous,  xdnous,  and  malt  liquors,  and  every  mixture  of  liquors 
which  shall  contain  more  than  two  per  centum,  by  weight,  of  alcohol,  and  any  mixture 
of  liquor  which  shall  contain  less  than  two  per  centum  of  alcohol,  if  the  same  shall  be 
intoxicating. 

Par.  2.  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  constituted  an  Excise  Board  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  which  shall  be  composed  of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  adAuce  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
who  shall  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and 
qualified,  except  that  the  members  first  appointed  shall  serve  for  one,  two,  and  three 
years,  respectively,  as  may  be  designated  by  the  President,  or  until  their  successors 
are  appointed  and  qualified.  The  salary  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$2,400  per  annum. 

Hereafter  no  license  shall  be  issued  to  a  hotel  having  less  than  fifty  bedrooms  for 
guests,  nor  to  any  hotel  the  character  of  which,  or  the  character  of  the  proprietor  or 
manager  of  which,  is  shown  to  be  objectionable  to  said  board. 

Not  more  than  three  saloons  or  barrooms  other  than  in  hotels  or  clubs  shall  be  per¬ 
mitted  on  one  side  of  a  street  between  intersecting  street^,  nor  more  than  four  on 
both  sides  of  a  street  between  intersecting  streets. 

No  saloon,  barroom,  or  other  place  where  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  at  retail  shall 
be  licensed,  allowed,  or  maintained  within  three  hundred  feet  of  any  alleyway  occu¬ 
pied  for  residences  or  of  places  commonly  called  slums,  except  upon  the  unanimous 
vote  of  all  three  members  of  said  Excise  Board. 

No  saloon,  barroom,  or  other  place  wherein  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  at  retail  or 
wholesale,  other  than  hotels  and  dabs,  shall  be  licensed,  allowed,  or  maintained 
witliin  four  hundred  feet  of  any  public  schoolhouse  or  a  now  located  or  established 
college  or  university,  or  within  four  hundred  feet  of  any  now  established  house  of 
religious  worship,  measured  between  the  nearest  entrances  to  each  by  the  shortest 
course  of  travel  between  such  places  of  business  and  such  public  schoolhouse,  college, 
or  university  or  established  house  of  religious  worship. 

No  license  shall  be  granted  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  waiting  room  of  any 
station  or  depot  of  any  steam  or  electric  railroad  or  other  carrier  for  the  transportation 
of  passengers  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hereafter  no  license  shall  be  granted  for  the  establishment  or  maintenance  of  a 
barroom  or  other  place  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  otherwise  than  in  sealed 
packages  and  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises,  in  any  residence  portion  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Excise  Board  to  determine  in  the 
case  of  each  application  for  license  whether  the  location  where  the  barroom  is  to  be 
located  is  or  is  not  within  the  business  portion  of  the  District,  and  if  not  the  license 
shall  be  denied;  and  the  Excise  Board  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  determine 
in  each  case  what  is  so  far  devoted  to  business  as  to  constitute  it  a  business  street  or 
section:  Provided,  That  no  license  shall  be  granted  for  any  saloon  or  barroom  on 
any  side  of  any  square,  block,  or  tract  of  land  where  less  than  fifty  per  centum  of  the 
foot  frontage,  not  including  saloons  or  hotels  and  clubs  having  barroom  licenses  under 
this  section,  is  used  for  business  purposes;  nor  shall  intoxicating  liquors  be  sold  at 
wholesale  outside  of  the  business  districts  as  above  provided. 

No  saloon,  barroom,  or  wholesale  liquor  business  shall  be  licensed,  maintained, 
or  allowed  in  the  territory  west  of  the  following  lines:  The  westerly  line  of  the  fire 
limits  as  now  established  from  its  southerly  limits  to  where  the  same  intersects  with 
the  mile  limit  of  the  Soldiers’  Home;  thence  westerly  and  northerly  along  the  said 
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mile  limit  until  the  same  intersects  with  Kansas  Avenue;  thence  along  Kansas  Ave¬ 
nue  to  its  intersection  with  the  northern  boundary  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Said  board  shall  consider  and  act  upon  all  applications  for  license  to  sell  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors,  and  may  require  a  report  thereon  by  the  chief  of  police,  and  the  action 
of  said  board  shall  be  final  and  conclusive.  In  the  issuing  of  licenses  for  barrooms 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Excise  Board  to  adopt  such  a  policy  as  will  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  barrooms,  including  those  in  hotels  and  clubs,  to  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
by  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  but  no  licensee  who  shall  conduct 
his  business  within  the  law  shall  be  deprived  of  his  license  or  required  to  change  his 
location  before  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  On  the  granting 
by  said  board  of  a  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors,  the  assessor  shall  issue  a 
hcense  to  the  applicant.  Said  board  shall  make  such  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  carrying  into  effect  this  section  as  it  may  deem  requisite  and  proper. 
It  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  Congress  setting  forth  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cations  for  license,  whether  favorably  or  unfavorably  acted  upon,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  convicted  for  violation  of  this  statute,  and  the  number  and  amount 
of  fines  collected  and  uncollected;  and  said  Excise  Board  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  summon  any  person  before  it  to  give  testimony,  under  oath  or  affirma¬ 
tion,  as  to  any  matter  affecting  the  operation  of  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  intox¬ 
icating  liquors  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  any  member  of  the  board  shall  have 
the  power  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  for  all  purposes  of  administering  said 
laws.  Such  summons  may  be  served  by  any  member  of  the  Metropolitan  police 
force;  and  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  a  witness  to  appear  before  the  said  board  or  to 
testify  when  required,  may  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  a  refusal  to  appear 
before  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  provided  for  in  the  acts  of 
February  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  ‘An  act  to  punish  false  swearing  befu’e  trial  boards  of  the  Metropol¬ 
itan  police  force  and  fire  department  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  f  .)r  other  pur¬ 
poses,’  approved  May  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-two,”  and  July  first, 
nineteen  hundred  and  two,  entitled  “An  act  making  appropriations  to  provide  for 
the  expenses  of  the  government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  three,  and  for  other  purposes,”  Witnesses  so 
summoned  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  $1.25  for  each  day’s  attendance  before  the  said 
board,  payable  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  any  witness  knowingly  making  a  false  statement  to  the  said  board  on 
any  material  matter  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury  and  ])unishable  accordingly. 

Par.  3.  That  the  said  board  shall  appoint  a  clerk  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum 
and  an  inspector  with  police  powers  at  a  salary  of  $1 ,500  per  annum.  iSaid  inspector 
shall  make  inspections  as  may  be  required  by  this  section,  under  the  orders  of  the 
board,  and  make  full  r3])ort  of  such  inspections  to  the  board.  He  shall  wear  a  badge 
indicating  that  ha  is  such  inspector  of  the  Excise  Board.  The  board  shall  keep  a  full 
record  of  all  ap])lications  for  license,  of  all  recommendations  for  and  remonstrances 
against  the  granting  of  licenses,  and  the  actions  taken  thereon. 

Par.  4.  That  every  person  appl>dng  for  a  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  said 
District  shall  file  with  the  said  board  a  petition  for  siuth  license,  and  such  petition 
shall  be  considered  and  acted  upon  by  the  board  in  the  order  in  which  such  petition 
is  filed  and  numbered.  Said  petition  shall  contain — 

First.  A  statement  gi\dng  the  nam.e  and  residence  of  the  applicant  and  the  time 
he  has  resided  in  the  District  of  (  olumbia. 

Second.  A  statement  describing  the  particular  place  for  which  a  license  is  desiied, 
designating  the  same  by  street  and  number,  if  practicable,  and  if  not,  by  such  other 
apt  description  as  will  definitely  locate  it,  and  how  long  said  applicant  has  been 
engaged  in  business  at  said  place. 

Third.  The  full  name  and  residence  of  the  owner  of  the  premises  upon  which  the 
business  is  to  be  carried  on. 

Fourth.  A  statement  that  the  applicant  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a 
bona  fide  resident  of  the  District  of  ('olumbia,  and  not  less  than  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  whether  such  applicant  has,  since  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  been  adjudged  guilty  of  violating  the  laws  governing  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  or  for  the  prevention  of  gambling  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Fifth.  A  statement  that  he  intends  to,  and  if  licensed  will,  carry  on  such  business 
for  himself  and  not  as  the  agent  of  any  other  person,  company,  copartnership,  or 
corporation. 

Sixth.  A  statement  that  he  intends  to  superintend  in  person  the  management  of 
the  business  for  which  he  asks  a  license,  and  that  if  licensed  he  will  so  superintend 
the  management  of  the  business  so  licensed. 

Said  petition  must  be  sworn  to  by  the  petitioner  before  a  notary  public  or  other 
person  duly  authoiized  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations.  If  any  false  material 
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Btatement  is  knowingly  made  in  any  part  of  said  petition,  the  petitioner  making 
said  affidavit  shall  he  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
subject  to  the  penalty  now  provided  by  law  for  that  offense;  and  in  case  a  license 
has  been  issued  to  said  petitioner  the  same  shall  be  immediately  revoked  by  said 
board.  Notice  of  the  filing  of  said  petition  shall  be  given  by  the  applicant  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  general  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Excise 
Board;  and  if  protests  against  the  granting  of  such  license  are  filed  no  final  action  shall 
be  taken  by  the  Excise  Board  until  the  protestants  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard,  under  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  said  board. 

Par.  5.  That  the  licenses  authorized  and  provided  for  by  this  section  shall  be  of 
two  classes,  wholesale  liquor  licenses  and  barroom  licenses.  The  fee  for  a  wholesale 
liquor  license  until  November  fh’st,  nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be  $500 
per  annum,  and  for  a  barroom  license  $1,000  per  annum  until  November  first,  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  and  foiu'teen;  and  thereafter  the  fee  for  a  wholesale  liquor  license  shall 
be  $800,  and  the  fee  for  a  barroom  license  shall  be  $1,500  per  annum.  Every  applicant 
for  a  liquor  license  shall  deposit  the  amount  of  the  license  fee  with  the  collector  of 
taxes  of  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  time  of  filing  the  application  with  the  excise 
board.  If,  upon  consideration  of  the  application  for  license  by  the  board  as  provided 
for  in  this  section,  the  board  shall  decide  to  grant  the  license  prayed  for  it  shall  notify 
the  assessor,  and  the  applicant  shall  thereupon  receive  his  license;  and  only  on  the 
granting  by  said  board  of  a  license  to  any  applicant  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor  shall 
the  assessor  issue  a  license  to  such  applicant.  Whenever  a  license  shall  be  refused 
by  said  board,  the  collector  of  taxes  shall  forthwith  refund  the  deposit  aforesaid.  A 
barroom  license  shall  be  required  for  every  hotel,  tavern,  barroom,  club,  or  other 
place  in  which  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  or  dispensed  at  retail.  A  wholesale  liquor 
license  shall  authorize  the  licensee  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  in  sealed  packages  only 
and  in  quantitites  not  less  than  one  quart  in  the  aggregate,  except  in  sealed  original 
or  bonded  package  in  quantity  not  less  than  approximately  a  pint,  and  not  to  be  drunk 
on  the  premises  where  sold;  and  no  wholesale  license  shall  be  granted  until  it  is  satis¬ 
factorily  shown  that  the  place  where  it  is  intended  to  carry  on  such  business  is  prop¬ 
erly  arranged  for  selling  such  liquors  as  merchandise.  Every  place  where  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  are  sold  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  or  in  quantities  less  than  one  quart, 
except  in  sealed  original  or  bonded  packages  as  aforesaid  whether  drunk  on  the  prem¬ 
ises  or  not,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  barroom;  and  the  possession  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
with  the  means  and  appliances  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  dispensing  the  same  to 
be  drunk  where  sold,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  barroom  within  the  meaning 
of  this  section,  and  the  license  therefor  shall  be  known  as  a  barroom  license.  All 
makers,  brewers,  and  distillers  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  be  required  to  take  out  the  wholesale  license  provided  for  in  this  section:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  when  such  business  is  carried  on  at  more  than  one  place  a  license  shall 
be  required  for  each  place.  Before  the  Excise  Board  may  grant  a  license  to  a  club 
it  must  be  satisfactorily  shown  that  such  club  is  duly  incorporated ;  that  its  membership 
is  bona  fide,  all  being  on  an  equal  status  with  equal  privileges  and  responsibilities; 
that  its  purposes  are  legitimate;  and  that  the  sale  of  liquor  intended  is  no  more  than 
an  incident,  and  is  not  a  prime  source  of  revenue.  A  license  to  a  club  may  be  issued 
in  the  name  of  its  president,  and  in  case  of  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section 
in  such  club,  he  and  the  secretary,  the  treasurer,  and  the  manager  of  the  club  shall  be 
proceeded  against  collectively  or  severally  in  their  individual  capacities  and,  if  con¬ 
victed,  be  subject  to  the  penalties  prescribed  in  paragraph  fourteen  of  this  section, 
and  the  license  of  said  club  shall  be  immediately  revoked  by  the  Excise  Board:  Pro¬ 
vided  further,  That  after  November  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  fomteen,  there  shall 
not  be  granted  licenses  to  more  than  twenty-five  clubs,  including  those  now  licensed. 

Par.  6.  That  under  the  license  issued  in  accordance  with  this  section  no  intoxicat¬ 
ing  liquors  shall  be  sold,  given  away,  or  in  any  way  disposed  of  to  any  minor,  intoxi¬ 
cated  person,  or  habitual  drunkard,  and  ignorance  of  the  age  of  any  such  minor  shall 
not  be  a  defense  to  any  action  instituted  under  this  section;  and  no  licensee  under 
this  section  shall  sell,  give  away,  or  dispense  any  intoxicating  liquors  to  any  person 
between  the  hours  of  one  o’clock  a.  m.  and  seven  o’clock  a.  m.,  nor  on  Sundays,  or 
Inauguration  Day;  and  between  said  hours,  and  on  Sundays,  and  Inauguration  Day 
every  barroom  and  other  place  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  shall  be  kept  closed; 
that  no  minor  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  or  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  any  place  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  other  than  a  hotel,  res¬ 
taurant,  or  club;  that  the  interior  of  every  barroom  shall  at  all  times  when  selling  is 

Erohibited  be  exposed  to  full  view  from  the  street,  without  obstruction  by  screens, 
linds,  curtains,  stained  glass,  bottles,  boxes,  signs,  or  other  material,  except  in  the 
case  of  clubs  licensed  under  this  section  and  hotels  having  only  an  interior  barroom, 
which  shall  be  exposed  to  full  view  from  the  corridors  or  passageways  leading  to  the 
entrance  or  entrances  to  such  barroom. 
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Par.  7.  That  any  minor,  who  falsely  represents  his  age  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
intoxicating  liquors  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  fined  for  each' 
offense  not  more  than  $50,  and  in  default  in  the  payment  of  such  fine  shall  be  im¬ 
prisoned  in  the  reformatory  or  workhouse  of  said  District  not  exceeding  thirty  days. 

Par.  8.  That  no  license  under  this  section  shall  be  issued  for  a  longer  period  than- 
one  year,  and  the  year  shall  begin  on  the  first  day  of  November  and  end  on  the  last 
day  of  October  following;  and  no  license  shall  be  transferred  by  the  licensee  to  any 
other  person  or  to  any  other  place,  except  with  the  written  consent  of  the  Excise  Board 
upon  a  regular  application  therefor  in  writing  and  after  notice  and  hearing  as  in  this 
section  provided  upon  an  original  application  for  a  license;  and  the  fee  to  be  paid  , 
by  the  party  applying  for  such  transfer  shall  be  $2,  which  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector 
of  taxes  of  the  District  before  such  transfer  is  made:  Provided,  That  the  Excise  Board  , 
shall  not  allow  the  transfer  of  the  license  of  any  person  against  whom  there  are  pend¬ 
ing  in  the  courts  or  before  the  Excise  Board  charges  of  keeping  a  disordely  house  or 
violating  the  excise  laws  or  the  laws  against  gambling  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Par.  9.  That  every  person  receiving  a  license  to  sell  liquor  under  this  section 
shall  frame  the  same  under  glass  and  place  it  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  his  place  of 
business,  so  that  anyone  entering  such  place  may  easily  read  such  license. 

Par.  10.  That  all  applicants  for  license  and  persons  holding  licenses  under  this 
section  shall  allow  any  member  of  the  Excise  Board  or  the  duly  authorized  inspector 
of  the  said  board  full  opportunity  and  every  facility  to  examine,  at  any  time  during 
business  hours,  the  premises  where  intoxicating  liquor  is  manufactured,  sold,  or  for 
which  a  license  is  asked  or  has  been  granted;  and  the  same  opportunity  and  facility 
shall  be  afforded,  by  the  licensee  or  some  person  acting  in  his  stead,  any  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  police  force,  who  has  reasonable  belief  that  the  law  is  being  violated, 
to  enter  and  examine  at  all  times  such  licensed  places,  and  no  person  or  persons  shall 
obstruct,  hinder,  or  in  any  manner  molest  such  inspector  or  officer,  provided  such  in¬ 
spector  or  officer  exhibits  a  badge  showing  he  is  such  inspector  or  officer. 

Par.  11.  That  regularly  licensed  druggists  or  pharmacists  shall  not  be  required  to 
obtain  license  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  but  they  shall  not  sell  intoxicating 
hquors,  nor  compound,  nor  mix  any  composition  thereof,  nor  sell  any  malt  extract, 
or  other  proprietary  medicines  containing  more  than  two  per  centum  of  alcohol,  except 
such  compounds,  compositions,  malt  extracts,  or  proprietary  medicines  be  so  medi¬ 
cated  as  to  be  medicinal  preparations  or  compounds  unfit  for  use  as  beverages,  except 
upon  a  written  and  bona  fide  prescription  of  a  duly  licensed  and  regularly  practicing 
physician  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whose  name  shall  be  signed  thereto.  Such 
prescription  shall  contain  a  statement  that  the  disease  of  the  patient  required  such  a 
prescription,  shall  be  numbered  in  the  order  of  receiving,  and  shall  be  canceled  by 
writing  on  it  the  word  “canceled”  and  the  date  on  which  it  was  presented  and  filled, 
and  kept  on  file  in  consecutive  order,  subject  to  public  inspection  at  all  times  during 
business  hours.  No  such  prescription  shall  be  filled  more  than  once.  Every  drug¬ 
gist  or  pharmacist  selling  intoxicating  liquors  as  herein  provided  shall  keep  a  book 
provided  for  the  purpose,  and  shall  enter  therein  at  the  time  of  every  sale  a  true  record 
of  the  date  of  the  sale,  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  who  shall  sign  his  name  in  said  book 
as  a  part  of  the  entry,  his  residence  (giving  the  street  and  house  number,  if  there  be 
such),  the  kind  and  quantity  and  price  of  such  liquor,  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
sold,  and  the  name  of  the  physician  giving  the  prescription  therefor.  Such  book 
shall  be  open  to  public  inspection  during  business  hours,  and  shall  be  in  form  substan¬ 
tially  as  follows: 


Date. 

Name  of 
purchaser. 

Residence. 

Kind  and 
quantity. 

Purpose  of 
use. 

Price. 

Name  of 
physician. 

Signature  of 
purchaser. 
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Said  book  shall  be  produced  before  the  Excise  Board  or  the  courts  when  required: 
Provided,  That  pure  grain  alcohol  may  be  sold  without  a  physician’s  prescription  for 
mechanical,  medicinal,  and  scientific  purposes  by  registered  druggists  or  pharmacists, 
who  shall  keep  a  book  for  the  purpose  of  registering  such  sales  in  a  similar  manner  or 
form  as  required  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  pro^ided  in  this  section:  Pro¬ 
vided  further ,  That  any  person  who  shall  make  any  false  statement  as  to  the  purpose 
or  use  of  alcohol  purchased  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor  and  be  fined  for  each  offense  not  more  than  $50,  and  in  default  of 
the  payment  of  such  fine  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  workhouse  of  said  District  not 
exceeding  thirty  days. 

Any  druggist  or  pharmacist  who  shall  sell  or  dispense  any  intoxicating  liquors, 
except  in  such  manner  as  provided  in  this  section,  or  who  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  keep 
the  record  herein  required,  or  who  shall  refill  any  prescription,  or  who  shall  violate 
any  other  provisions  of  this  paragraph,  shall  be  guilty  of  illegal  selling,  and  upon 
conviction  thereof  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  prescribed  in  paragraph  twelve 
of  this  section.  L^pon  a  second  conviction  for  said  offense,  in  addition  to  the  pen¬ 
alties  prescribed  in  said  paragraph  twelv'e,  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  judgment  of  con¬ 
viction  that  the  license  of  such  druggist  or  pharmacist  to  practice  pharmacy  shall  be 
revoked,  and  the  court  before  which  such  person  is  tried  and  convicted  shall  cause  a 
certified  coj^y  of  such  judgment  of  convdctiou  to  be  certified  to  the  board  having 
authority  to  issue  licenses  to  practice  pharmacy  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Any  physician  who  shall  prescribe  any  intoxicating  liquor  except  for  treatment  of 
disease  which,  after  his  own  personal  diagnosis,  he  shall  deem  to  require  such  treat¬ 
ment,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  $200,  and  in  default  of  payment  of  said  fine 
shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  District  jail  or  workhouse  for  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more 
than  ninety  days,  and  upon  a  second  conviction  for  said  offense,  in  addition  to  the 
penalty  above  provided,  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  judgment  of  conviction  that  the 
license  of  such  physician  to  practice  medicine  be  revoked,  and  the  court  before 
which  such  physician  is  tried  and  convicted  shall  cause  a  certified  copy  of  such  judg¬ 
ment  of  conviction  to  be  certified  to  the  board  having  authority  to  issue  licenses  to 
practice  medicine  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Par.  12.  That  any  person,  company,  copartnership,  corporation,  club,  or  associa¬ 
tion  manufacturing,  selling,  offering  for  sale,  keeping  for  sale,  trafficking  in,  bartering, 
exchanging  for  goods,  or  otherwise  furnishing  any  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  without  first  havdng  obtained  a  license  as  herein  provided,  or  shall 
manufacture,  sell,  offer  for  sale,  keep  for  sale,  traffic  in,  barter,  exchange  for  goods, 
or  give  away  intoxicating  liquors  in  any  part,  section,  or  district  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  wherein  the  same  is  prohibited  by  law,  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  8250  nor  more  than  $800,  and  in  default  in  the  payment  of  such 
fine  be  imprisoned  in  the  District  jail  or  workhouse  for  not  less  than  two  months  nor 
more  than  six  months;  and  upon  ev'ery  subsequent  conv'iction  for  such  offense  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  penalty  named,  to  wit,  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $250  nor  more  than 
$800,  be  imprisoned  in  the  workhouse  of  the  District  of  Columbia  not  less  than  three 
months  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Par.  13.  That  any  person,  company,  copartnership,  corporation,  or  club  havung 
obtained  a  license  under  this  section,  who  shall  vdolate  any  of  its  provisions  shall, 
upon  conviction  of  such  violation,  be  fined  not  less  than  8*100  nor  more  than  8500, 
and  the  Excise  Board  may,  in  its  discretion,  rev'oke  the  license;  and  upon  a  second 
conv'iction  of  such  violation  such  licensee  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $200  nor  more 
than  $500,  and  in  addition  to  such  fine  the  excise  board  shall  immediately  rev'oke  the 
license.  That  upon  the  convdction  of  any  licensee  of  keeping  a  disorderly  or  dis¬ 
reputable  place,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Excise  Board  to  immediately  rev'oke  the 
license  of  such  convdcted  licensee,  and  after  such  rev'ocation  no  license  shall  again  be 
grauted  to  him  for  said  place  or  elsewhere,  nor  shall  a  license  be  granted  to  anyone 
else  for  said  place  for  a  period  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  said  revocation  of  license. 

Par.  14.  That  no  licensee  under  this  section  shall  allow  any  female  or  any  minor 
or  any  person  convdcted  of  crime,  to  sell,  giv'e.  furnish,  or  distribute  any  intoxicating 
liquors,  or  any  admixture  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  except  in  the  cases  of 
hotels,  restaiuants.  and  clubs  shall  permit  the  plavdng  of  pool  jt  billiards,  or  any  other 
games  whatev'er.  in  the  room  where  such  liquors  are  sold  or  drunk,  or  in  any  adjc  in- 
ing  or  intercommunicating  room:  nor  shall  he.  except  in  the  ca  e  of  hotels,  restaurants, 
and  clubs,  permit  the  playing  of  music  or  theatricals  of  any  kind,  or  provide  other 
amusements  in  liis  place  of  business  or  in  connection  therewith.  Nor  shall  any 
barroom  licensee  establish  more  than  one  bar  under  his  license,  and  the  sale  or  dis¬ 
pensing  of  liquors,  except  in  case  of  hotels,  restaiuants,  and  clubs,  shall  be  confined 
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to^the  room  in  which  said  bar  is  located;  nor  provide  or  permit  to  be  used  more  than 
one  entrance  to  said  barroom  from  the  street,  which  entrance  shall  be  the  one  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  application  for  license,  unless  the  Excise  Board  shall  especially  permit 
an  extra  entrance.  Nor  shall  any  barroom  licensee  sell,  give,  furnish,  or  distribute 
any  intoxicating  liquors  to  any  female,  nor  permit  any  female  to  enter  or  remain  in 
his  barroom:  Provided,  That  bona  fide  guests  of  hotels,  restaurants,  and  club  having 
a  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  may  be  served  with  liquors  at  meals  in  such  hotels, 
restaurants,  and  clubs  during  the  time  liquor  may  be  sold:  Provided  further ,  That  no 
place  shall  be  deemed  a  restaurant  witliin  the  meaning  of  this  paragraph  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  declared  such  by  action  of  the  Excise  Board. 

Par.  15.  That  all  applicants  who  have  had  a  license  during  the  preceding  year  who 
so  desire  shall  apply  for  a  renewal  of  such  license  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  of  each  license  year:  Provided,  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  person  having 
a  license  under  this  section  dining  a  license  year  there  shall  be  refunded  to  the  per¬ 
sonal  representative  of  the  deceased  such  amount  of  the  license  fee  in  proportion  to 
the  unexpired  part  of  the  license  year:  Provided  further.  That  the  minimum  portion 
of  said  license  fee  to  be  retained  for  any  portion  of  the  license  year,  irrespective  of  its 
proportion  to  the  entire  year,  shall  be  $200  in  the  case  of  barroom  licenses  and  $100  in 
the  case  of  wholesale  licenses:  Provided  further.  That  the  personal  representative  of 
any  deceased  licensee  may  within  thirty  days  after  the  death  of  such  licensee  transfer 
said  license  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  touching  transfers  of  licenses. 

Par.  16.  That  no  license,  either  wholesale  or  barroom,  shall  be  issued  to  any 
person  or  for  any  place  located  within  one  thousand  feet  of  the  grounds  of  the  Marine 
Barracks,  the  War  College,  and  Engineer  Barracks,  or  of  the  nai^  yard,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Par.  17.  That  any  person  assisting  in  or  aiding  and  abetting  the  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conidction 
thereof  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  $100  or  be  imprisoned  in  the 
District  jail  or  workliouse  for  not  more  than  three  months  for  each  and  every  offense: 
Provided,  That  no  witness  shall  be  excused  from  testifying  in  any  case  brought  under 
this  section  on  the  ground  that  Lis  answers  may  tend  to  incriminate  him  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  any  idolation  of  this  section,  and  such  witness  so  testifying  shall  not  there¬ 
after  be  ]>rosecuted  for  violation  of  any  provision  of  this  section  concerning  which 
such  witness  may  have  testified. 

Par.  18.  That  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
on  information  filed  in  the  ]ioUce  court  by  the  cor|)oration  counsel  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  any  of  his  assistants  duly  authorized  to  act  for  him.  and  said  corpora¬ 
tion  counsel  or  his  assistants  shall  file  such  information  upon  the  presentation  to  him 
or  his  assistants  of  sworn  information  that  the  law  has  been  violated;  and  such  cor¬ 
poration  counsel  and  his  assistants  shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths  to  such 
informant  or  informants,  and  such  others  as  present  themselves,  and  anyone  making 
a  false  oath  to  any  material  fact  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury  and  subject  to 
the  same  penalties  as  now  provided  by  law  for  such  offense. 

Par.  19.  That  if  one  or  more  persons  who  are  competent  witnesses  shall  charge  on 
oath  or  affirmation  before  the  corporation  counsel  of  the  District  of  Columbia  or  any 
of  his- assistants  duly  authorized  to  act  for  him,  representing  that  any  person,  com¬ 
pany,  copartnership,  association,  club,  or  corporation  has  or  have  violated  or  is  ido- 
lating  the  provisions  of  this  section,  by  manufacturing,  selling,  offering  for  sale, 
keeping  for  sale,  trafficking  in,  bartering,  exchanging  for  goods,  giving  away,  or 
otherv'ise  furnishing  intoxicating  liquor  without  license,  and  shall  request  said  cor¬ 
poration  counsel  or  any  of  his  assistants  duly  authorized  to  act  for  him,  to  issue  a 
warrant,  said  attorney  or  any  of  his  assistants  shall  issue  such  warrant,  in  which  war¬ 
rant  the  room,  house,  building,  or  other  place  in  which  the  violation  is  alleged  to 
have  occurred  or  is  occurring  shall  be  specifically  described,  and  said  warrant  shall 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  captain  or  acting  captain  of  the  police  precinct  in 
which  the  room,  house,  building,  or  other  place  above  referred  to  is  located,  com¬ 
manding  him  at  once  to  thoroughly  search  said  described  room,  house,  building,  or 
other  place  and  the  appurtenances  thereof,  and  if  any  such  shall  be  found,  to  take 
into  his  possession  and  safely  keep,  to  be  produced  as  effidence  when  required,  all 
intoxicating  liquors  (if  the  same  shall  be  found  in  quantities  and  in  condition  to 
suggest  that  it  is  kept  for  sale),  and  all  the  means  of  dispensing  same,  also  all  the 
paraphernalia  or  part  of  the  paraphernalia  of  a  barroom  or  other  intoxicating-liquor 
establishment,  and  any  United  States  internal-revenue  tax  receipt  or  certificate  for 
ffie  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  effective  for  the  period  of  time  cover¬ 
ing  the  alleged  offense,  arid  forthwith  report  all  the  facts  to  the  corporation  counsel 
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of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  such  intoxicating  liquor  or  the  means  for  dispensing 
same,  or  the  paraphernalia  of  a  barroom  or  other  intoxicating-liquor  establishment, 
or  any  United  States  internal-revenue  tax  receipt  or  certificate  for  the  sale  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor  effective  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  paragraph  one  of  this  section  as  charged  or  presented.  If  the 
accused  shall  be  found  guilty,  the  intoxicating  liquor  so  seized  shall,  after  the  trial 
and  time  for  writ  of  error,  if  no  writ  of  error  is  taken,  be  destroyed  by  the  police 
department;  if  the  accused  be  found  not  guilty,  the  whole  shall  be  held  as  his,  its, 
or  their  property,  or  the  property  of  the  real  owner. 

Par.  20.  That  it  shall  not  be  necessary  in  order  to  convict  any  person,  company, 
association,  club,  or  corporation,  his,  its,  or  their  agents,  officers,  clerks,  or  servants, 
of  manufacturing  or  selling  intoxicating  liquors  without  license,  or  in  any  section 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  where  the  manufacture  and  sale  is  prohibited,  to  prove 
the  actual  sale,  delivery  of,  or  payment  for  any  intoxicating  liquors;  but  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  having  or  keeping  them  in  hand  and  offering  to  sell  or  barter,  exchanging 
for  goods  or  merchandise,  shall  be  sufficient  to  convict;  nor  shall  it  be  necessary  in 
a  warrant  or  in  information  to  specify  the  particular  kind  of  liquor  manufactured, 
sold,  offered  for  sale,  kept  for  sale,  trafficked  in,  bartered  or  exchanged  for  goods  or 
merchandise;  but  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  allege  in  the  warrant  or  information  that 
the  accused  manufactured,  sold,  offered  for  sale,  kept  for  sale,  trafficked  in,  bartered 
or  exchanged  for  goods  or  merchandise,  or  kept  it  deposited  to  sell  or  barter. 

Par.  21.  That  every  person  who  shall,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  directly 
or  indirectly  keep  or  maintain,  by  himself  or  by  associating  or  combining  with  others, 
or  who  shall  in  any  manner  aid,  abet,  or  assist  in  keeping  or  maintaining  any  club- 
room  or  other  place  in  which  any  intoxicating  liquors,  the  sale  of  which  without  a 
license  is  prohibited  by  this  section,  is  received  or  kept  for  the  purpose  of  use,  sale, 
barter,  giving  away,  or  otherwise  furnishing,  or  for  distribution  or  division  among 
the  members  of  any  club  or  association  by  any  means  whatever,  without  first  hav¬ 
ing  a  license  so  to  do,  or  in  sections  of  the  District  wherein  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  is  prohibited,  and  every  person  who  shall  use,  sell,  barter,  give  away,  or  oth¬ 
erwise  furnish,  distribute,  or  divide  any  such  liquors  so  received  or  kept  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  subject  to  the  penalties  prescribed  in  paragraph  twelve 
of  this  section. 

Par.  22.  That  any  person  who  shall,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  any  street  or 
alley,  in  any  public  place,  or  in  or  upon  any  street  car,  or  in  or  upon  any  other  vehi¬ 
cle  commonly  used  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  or  in  or  about  any  depot, 
platform,  or  waiting  station,  drink  any  intoxicating  liquor  of  any  kind,  or  if  any  per¬ 
son  shall  be  drunk  or  intoxicated  in  any  street,  alley,  or  public  or  private  road  or  in 
any  passenger  coach,  street  car,  or  any  public  place  or  building,  or  at  any  public 
gathering,  or  if  any  person  shall  be  drunk  or  intoxicated  and  shall  disturb  the  peace 
of  any  person,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $10  nor  more  than  $100,  or  by  imprisonment 
for  not  less  than  five  days  nor  more  than  thirty  days  in  the  workhouse  or  jail  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Par.  23.  That  the  issuance  of  an  internal-revenue  special  tax  receipt  or  certificate 
by  the  United  States  to  any  person  as  a  wholesale  or  retail  dealer  in  distilled  liquors 
or  in  malt  liquors  at  any  place  within  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  by  such  person  at  such  place,  or  at  any 
other  place  of  business  of  such  person  in  the  District  where  such  special  tax  receipt  is 
posted  and  at  the  time  charged  in  any  prosecution  under  this  section,  but  such  time 
must  be  within  the  life  of  such  receipt  or  certificate. 

Par.  24.  That  in  the  interpretation  of  this  section  words  of  singular  number  shall 
be  deemed  to  include  their  plmals,  and  words  of  masculine  gender  shall  be  deemed 
to  include  the  feminine,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Par.  25.  That  this  section  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  from  and  after  July  first, 
nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  shall  be  in  lieu  of  and  as  a  substitute  for  all  exist¬ 
ing  laws  and  regulations  in  the  District  of  Coliunbia  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  intoxicat¬ 
ing  liquors  in  said  District,  except  such  laws  as  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liq¬ 
uors  in  certain  defined  sections  or  parts  of  the  District  and  laws  of  Congress  pertain¬ 
ing  to  persons,  premises,  and  territory  over  which  the  Federal  Government  exer¬ 
cises  jurisdiction;  and  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  inconsistent  with  this  section,  ex¬ 
cept  such  laws  above  referred  to,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  4,  1913. 
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[Public — No.  107.] 

An  Act  to  prohibit  the  granting  of  liquor  licenses  within  one  mile  of  the  Soldiers’  Horn  e. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  no  License  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquor  at  any  place  within  one  mile  of  the  Soldiers’  Home  property  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  granted. 

Approved,  February  28,  1891. 


[Public — No.  47.] 

An  Act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  near  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane  and  the 

Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

% 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell,  either  by  wholesale  or  retail, 
intoxicating  liquor  of  any  kind  at  any  point  between  the  Government  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  and  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  or  within  a  radius  of  one-half  mile  of 
the  boundaries  of  either  of  the  said  properties. 

Approved,  February  1,  1907. 
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